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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claimsl , 3, 15, 24, 33 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Harper et al (3,997,746). 

As to claim 1 , Harper et al. disclose in figure 6, an improved filter assembly for a 
circuit breaker comprising: a generally rectilinear filter housing having at least two filter 
mounting zones (figure 6, unit 90, 98, 106) for receiving at least two filter assemblies, so 
as to define, in the aggregate, a filter assembly (figure 6, unit 90, 98, 106); and at least 
two filter assemblies configured for interfitting with said filter mounting zones of said 
filter housing, each said filter assembly comprising a generally rectilinear filter body 
having a given peripheral configuration and a filter gasket (figure 8, unit 72) configured 
for interfitting about a periphery of said filter body for sealingly engaging said filter body 
relative to said filter housing in response to forces encountered by said filter assembly 
both upon assembly and in operation (figure 6, unit 54, 94, 90, 98, 106). 

As to claim 3, Harper et al. disclose in figure 6, each of said filter bodies has 
a peripheral recessed portion for positioning, mounting and bearing against a 
complementary edge portion of said filter gasket (figure 8, unit 72). 
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As to claim 15, Harper et al. disclose in figure 6, a method of filtering high energy 
arcing in a circuit breaker comprising; mounting at least two filter assemblies with a 
generally rectilinear filter housing having at least two filter mounting zones (figure 6, unit 
90, 98, 106) so as to define, in the aggregate, a filter assembly; and sealingly engaging 
said filter body relative to said filter housing in response to forces encountered by said 
filter assembly both during assembly and in operation (figure 6, 54, 94, 90, 98, 106). 

As to claim 24, Harper et al. disclose in figure 6, a filter assembly comprising: 
means for mounting at least two tilter assemblies with a generally rectilinear filter 
housing having at least two filter mounting zones so as to define, in the aggregate, a 
filter assembly zones (figure 6, unit 90, 98, 106); and means for sealingly engaging said 
filter body relative to said filter housing in response to forces encountered by said filter 
assembly both dining assembly and in operation (figure 6, 54, 94, 90, 98, 106). 

As to claim 33, Harper et al. disclose in figure 6, providing a generally rectilinear 
tilter housing and at least two filter assemblies, said filter housing having at least two 
filter mounting zones, each of said filter assemblies including a generally rectilinear tilter 
body having a peripheral configuration (figure 6, unit 90, 98, 106); intertitting a filter 
gasket about a periphery of said filter body for sealingly engaging said filter body 
relative to said filter housing in response to forces encountered by said tilter assemblies 
both upon assembly and in operation (figure 6, unit 54, 94, 90, 98, 106); and interfitting 
said filter assemblies in said filter mounting zones, each of said filter mounting zones 
receiving one of said filter assemblies (figure 6, unit 90, 98, 106). 
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As to claim 34, Harper et al. disclose in figure 6, a generally rectilinear filter 
housing having at least two filter mounting zones; and at least two filter assemblies, 
each of said tilter assemblies being configured for interfitting a respective one of said 
filter mounting zones (figure 6, unit 90, 98, 106), each of said filter assemblies including 
a generally rectilinear filter body having a given peripheral configuration (figure 7) and a 
filter gasket configured for interfitting about a periphery of said filter body for sealingly 
engaging said filter body relative to said filter housing in response to forces encountered 
by said filter assembly both upon assembly and in operation (figure 6, unit 54, 94, 90, 
98, 106). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 9-12, 23 and 32 are allowed for reasons record. 
Claims 13 and 14 are allowed. 

Claim 13 is allowable. The reason for allowance is that the prior art of record fails 
to disclose or reasonably suggest a molded coarse hole diffuser, defining a combined 
diffuser and spacer integrally molded as a single, one-piece unit, said coarse hole 
diffuser including means for engaging and interfitting with said filter housing in close 
overlying engagement with said small hole diffuser. It is these features found in the 
claim, as they are claimed in the combination, which has not been found, taught or 
suggested by the prior art of record, which makes this claim allowable over the prior art. 

Claim 14 is dependent on claim 13. 

4. Claims 2, 4-8, 16-22 and 25-31 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim. The prior art of record fails to teach or reasonably suggest that: 
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As to claims 2, 16 and 25, a filter gaskets are comprised of a silicone material. 
Claim 17 is dependent on claim 16. 
Claim 26 is dependent on claim 25. 

As to claim 4, a molded coarse hole diffuser, defining a combined diffuser and 
spacer integrally molded as a single, one-piece unit, said coarse hole diffuser including 
means for engaging and interfitting with said filter housing in close overlying 
engagement with said small hole diffuser. 

Claims 5 and 8 are dependent on claim 4. 

As to claims 6, 20 and 29, said filter housing comprises a frame-like, one-piece 
molded member having a recessed area for receiving each of said filter elements and 
an associated gasket therewithin, including separate areas for cooperatively interfitting 
with and bearing against edges of said gaskets opposite edges thereof bearing against 
said filter elements, and a projecting frame-like peripheral portion extending outwardly 
for surrounding engagement with said filter elements, said spacer and said small hole 
diffuser. 

Claim 7 is dependent on claim 6. 
Claim 21 is dependent on claim 20. 
Claim 30 is dependent on claim 29. 

As to claims 18 and 27, engaging a molded coarse hole diffuser, defining a 
combined diffuser and spacer integrally molded as a single, one-piece unit, with said 
tilter housing in close overlying engagement with said small hole diffuser. 

Claims 19 and 22 are dependent on claim 18. 
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Claims 28 and 31 are dependent on claim 27. 

Claims 2, 4-8, 16-22 and 25-31 would be allowable if rewritten in independent 
from including all of the limitations of the base claim. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lawrence W Luk whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2080. The examiner can normally be reached on 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Sherry can be reached on (571 )272-2084. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

LWL 

May 24, 2004 /(a^^ /Uc 



